Pulmonary embolism after amputation of the lower extremity.
Patients requiring amputation of the lower extremity for arteriosclerosis are at high risk for the development of venous thrombosis and pulmonary embolism. Inapparent venous thrombosis was discovered in the amputated leg at operation in eight patients. Pulmonary embolism was documented by angiogram or at autopsy in ten patients. The majority of emboli discovered in this study was not suspected by the physician responsible for the care of the patient. The perfusion lung scan in this elderly group of patients had a false-positive rate of 60 per cent, while a normal lung scan was strong evidence against pulmonary embolsim. Although imperfectly randomized, the prophylactic use of low molecular weight dextran in this study did not decrease the incidence of pulmonary embolism. The pulmonary arteriogram proved a safe procedure in the elderly and should be used before therapy is initiated for suspected pulmonary embolism.